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NZ Salers Society Newslink 

  August/Sept   2011  

 

Dear All  

 

Well I am inside today as the winter has really set in on the East Coast.  

And thought I had better get on with the news letter as the spring will be 

here before I am finished !!!  

 

Auckland Conference 2011  

Monday 12th  April  

DAY 1 

It was with a degree of trepidation that Anne & I awaited the arrival of 

Salers Society members.  

Would we need plans B, C etc to accommodate a behemoth transporter as 

experienced on the  

last Society visit to our property?  But,  great was the relief when a mod-

erately sized coach hove into view, and greater the pleasure of seeing old 

faces again. 
 

Our small herd of pure French bloodlines was displayed to a discerning and 

appreciative group.  

All cattle were on their best behaviour having taken to heart the threat 

of becoming the prime ingredient in a Big Mac in the event of any misbav-

ing. 

Morning tea and bikkies was dispensed by Anne, then with the stop watch 

ticking the call by Mike to ôsaddle upõ came and our trusty driver John 

 at the helm we set sail for the next port of call  - Mary & Alan 

MacKenzieõs  ôCaberfeidhõ limousine breeding property south of Wark-

worth.  

Alan was involved in a Limousin bull trial and presented an interesting dis-

course on progress  

and evaluation details.  On view were some attractive young heifers, but I 

have to admit to  

deciding I wasnõt about to change from Salers any time soon. 

 

On to the western side of the isthmus to Leigh and Ross Balemiõs pictur-

esque property on an arm of the  Kaipara Harbour.  In a pleasant, relaxing 

atmosphere, we were treated to a delightful lunch, followed by an ex-

tremely pleasant social hour. This was an opportunity for an exchange of 

ideas and information.  Great to have Triciaõs contribution, with her knowl-

edge of genetics.  
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 Leigh enjoys impeccable cattle breeding genetics, having come from the well  

known Hukeroa Hereford stud.  So Ross has his work cut out to prove the value of Salers to his father -in-

law, Peter Hansen ð no easy task but Iõm sure he is more than up to it! Their starter herd is made up of blood 

lines from primarily Ian and Anna McNaughton, Loch Amber, and a young Willow Creek bull.  Enthusiastic new, 

and younger members like Leigh and Ross, and Tricia and John are what is needed to keep our  

 ô ageingó society alive and vibrant. 

A short bus trip into the neighbouring town of Wellsford saw a gaggle of Southern Belles  

off like a huntaway let loose, and despite yells of ô get in behind ô disappeared with 

cheque books aloft into the main street.  The long suffering males were left to comfort each  

other with ribald stories and much hilarity, in true Kiwi tradition.  Such is the lot of man!!  

 

Back to the motel to freshen up for dinner, but first a quick look at Vanessa and Steveõs 

Brahman stud, the only one in NZ.  The purebred female displayed was ôjerseyõ quiet, and 

obviously a lovely specimen of the breed, but the bull;  well, they are bred for rodeo work  

and he looked the part, and when you are eyeballing a Brahman bull from half a dozen  

paces, the standard 7 wire p & b fence looked no higher than 300mm!!  

And with the sun setting in the west, we arrived at the Pacey/Woolley ranch, located a  

short distance north of Wellsford.  This was the last stop of the day for AGM, cattle viewing  

and dinner.  Karen and Bruce proudly showed their prize cattle to an admiring audience.  

Karenõs special show cow displayed her renowned temperament, and was truly impressive. 

As a Salers icon, this cow would have to be one of the great ambassadors for the breed.  

She has been instrumental in cementing Salers into the royalty of the Northern show rings,  

and is still the benchmark to beat.  

 

The nosh ð what can you say about the great Pacey/Woolley hospitality!!  Right up there with  

the best!!   A huge thank to Cheryl & Dave, and Karen & Bruce for a wonderful evening, rounding  

off a successful day.  The raffle gave a boost to the society funds, and an original oil for Anna  

and Ian to hang in the dunny!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gigi is a Salers with that ' Je ne sais quoi ' ( that something special- difficult to put into words) 
Her dam Winchinden Rosette K1 x Cadet Roussel was bred by Jim Caldwell and became one of our 
foundation females. 
Sired by Gitan. Gigi has an extremely soft temperament, and her mainly bull calves have always been in 

excess of   500kg @ 365 days                         John Smith  


